
Christmas Greetings 

from 

St Andrew's Church, 

Sandon 

The greatest Christmas 

gift of all time is the 

present of God's Son. 



Parish Person 

This is an attempt to form a picture of our ‘Parish Person’ for 

December. It has been made using information from a number of 

sources and like any image is only an example snapshot. 
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When did you arrive in 
Sandon? I have always lived 
here. 
What was the reason you 
came? I am here to support all 
who live here and to listen to 
them and to do what I can to 
bring hope into their lives. 
Did you have any ambitions 
as a child? When I was a child 
I enjoyed helping my father and 
my mother. I also found that it 
was helpful to listen to others in 
the area carefully and on the 
odd occasion I slipped off and 
had conversations with others 
far older than I was. 
What one life lesson do you 
feel you have learned? That is 
a difficult question. A big lesson 
is to try to love God above all 
and then to love others. 
What do you like about 
Sandon Church? Its people 
and their variety. I would prefer 
to say that I love them. Of 
course there are things that I 
aim to change about the 
Church and the people of 
Sandon. 
Do you believe in miracles? 
Do I believe miracles happen? 
Yes. But, if by believe you 
mean that I put my trust in 
them, then, no, I don’t believe 
in them. 
What gives you hope for the 
future? The power of God and 
the victories that have already 

been won for the Kingdom of 
God. 
A film or book that has 
moved you? I was much 
moved by the film, ‘The 
Passion of Christ’. It represents 
a most profound time and I was 
enormously engaged by it. 
What is your favourite part of 
the Bible? I love the book of 
Isaiah. I read from it one of the 
first times I read in public. But it 
is not the only part. It is all vital 
and life enhancing and we can 
be instructed by any part that 
we care to engage with. 
Words that especially inspire 
you? My Father’s words are 
especially inspiring. 
Which season do you prefer? 
All the seasons have their 
special qualities. The autumn 
has its colours, winter a time of 
reflection and an opportunity to 
come together for conversation. 
Spring with its new life and 
summer with harvest and 
reaping. 
A moment when you felt the 
presence of God? I often do. 
God is always present and I 
rely on that a great deal. When 
I didn’t experience His 
presence was a moment of 
great agony. 
Do you believe religion and 
politics should be kept 
separate? No. Nor do I believe 
they can be separated from 
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Sunday 15
th

 December Christingle Service 4pm  
The Children’s Society first 

introduced the Christingle to 

The Church of England in 1968. 

This candlelit celebration is an 

ideal way to share the key 

messages of the Christian faith, 

while helping to raise vital funds 

to help children across the 

country. Why not join us at St. 

Andrews this year? 

The message of love and hope 

that Christingle represents 

permeates through all of the 

work of The Children’s Society, 

who believe that every child 

should have the childhood they 

deserve.  

 

Christingle Symbolism  
The orange represents the 

world, the red ribbon indicates 

the love and blood of Christ, the 

dried fruits and sweets symbols 

of God’s creation, the lit candle 

symbolises Jesus, the light of 

the world. 

The Children’s Society 

Could box holders please let 
me have their boxes or leave 
them in the church for 
collection? Thank you. Eileen 
Bartrup 

faith and trust in the Father. 
Do you have friends from 
other faiths? Yes. Many have 
come from other faiths. 
Something you are looking 
forward to? I look forward to 
hearing from people as they 
express what is in their heart 
and mind. I rejoice a great deal 
when people start to turn their 
back on things they know they 
shouldn’t do. 
What moment of your life 
would you most like to 
relive? I think it is important to 
be looking forward and we can’t 
relive moments. But we can live 
better because of the moments 

that went before. That is  both 
those that we liked a great deal 
and those that were truly 
terrible. 
What age would you most 
like to be? They each have 
their special quality. For 
example, childhood is special 
for its trust, youth for its vigour 
and hope, old age has its 
dreams. 
Any special interests I take a 
deep interest in the lives of 
those around me, indeed in the 
lives of all. I take a delight in 
those who share their lives with 
me and for whom I can bring 
special blessings. 
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SANDON VILLAGE HALL 

 Dances  

With your support we will run these dances in  

2014  

to help raise funds for Sandon Village Hall 

January 18
th Dave Whitmore Solo 

April 19
th Country Law 4 piece 

June 21
st O`Hare & Chambers Duo 

September 20
th Andy Bell Duo 

November 15
th Dave Drain Band 4 piece 

Make sure you get your tickets early  

Bring your own Drink and Nibbles 

Tea, Coffee and Cake available 

7:30 pm until 11:30 pm  

Contact Ray on 01245 472386 for tickets 
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Make Space 

It is still November as I write 

this and our Christmas cards 

are still unwritten! However, 

during the first weeks of 

December I know that 

Christmas cards will begin 

arriving on the door mat and 

the pressure to 

get ours posted 

will be on.  

This year this 

magazine is 

being delivered 

to all homes in 

Sandon so that 

everyone can 

receive a 

Christmas greeting from their 

Parish Church and also find out 

about what is going on. (Thank 

you to all the people who will 

have been out delivering them). 

This magazine carries 

Christmas greetings on behalf 

of all of us who feel that we are 

members of St. Andrews. It 

also carries details of the 

variety of Christmas services 

which will be taking place in 

your local church. These 

service details are given as an 

invitation because we very 

much hope and pray that many 

people from the local 

community will be able to 

join in with the Christmas 

celebrations in your local 

church and we look forward to 

welcoming them as we host a 

wide variety of Christmas 

services. 

This nativity scene reminds us 

to ‘make space in your life to 

celebrate The 

Birth!’ A good 

reminder to us all 

of the importance 

of making sure 

that we leave 

room in our lives 

for the ‘real 

meaning of 

Christmas’, as 

we inevitably get caught up with 

all the other things: card writing, 

present buying, food shopping 

and so on! Looking again at the 

picture of the crib above, I 

realise how easily I can 

overlook the enormous 

significance of what we are 

celebrating at Christmastime. I 

get so used to seeing pictures 

of brightly lit nativity scenes 

with their clean straw, clean 

animals, smiling parents and 

perfect, sleeping baby, that I 

forget the reality of the world 

into which Jesus was born.       

Terry’s Christmas Message 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=F9gSxqjzDcChLM&tbnid=yNuuV8eXH3G_aM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.smscs.com/photo/nativity_scene_images/16.html&ei=2c93UqqWFOrH0QX6uYCQDw&psig=AFQjCNH8Kcpjco2RScsUw8wbVM-zMB
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I forget the tremendous 

difficulties which Mary and 

Joseph would have 

experienced as a couple 

because of Jesus’ birth. I forget 

the awful conditions in which 

Jesus really came into the 

world; nothing that we would 

ever see depicted on a 

traditional Christmas card.  

And yet the truth is, as we are 

told in St John’s gospel, ‘God 

so loved the world that he gave 

his only son’. We make such a 

fuss of celebrating Jesus’ birth 

because we are celebrating the 

truth of God’s love for each and 

every one of us, love which is 

shown to us in the person of 

Jesus Christ: God himself living 

as one of us, experiencing life, 

with all its joys and pains, and 

ultimately giving his life for us 

on the cross. When we begin to 

reflect on all of that, then we 

will understand something of 

why it is so important to make 

some space in our own lives to 

celebrate ‘The Birth’. 

The invitation which goes out 

with this magazine is sent with 

the genuine hope that all those 

who are able to join in some, or 

maybe only one, of the 

Christmas services will 

experience the true joy of the 

celebration of God’s unique and 

wonderful gift to the world; the 

gift of his son, our Lord Jesus 

Christ. May you know the rich 

blessing of the Christ-child in 

your life this Christmas. Terry 
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A family service with a 

difference! October 13th saw a 

congregation of 67 together 

with numerous assorted 

friends, most with tails, some 

with four legs and a few too 

timid to come who sent 

photographs with their carers or 

were represented by soft toys.   

All were welcomed by Revd 

Terry and there was a point in 

the service when they were 

received in the chancel for a 

Blessing. 

October 4th is St Francis’ Day 

and the 6
th
 was Animal Welfare 

Sunday and so the timing was 

great.  Animals are important of 

course for themselves and for 

people and so the service was 

not just about pets but owners 

too. 

The service was reminiscent of 

the ‘Vicar of Dibley’ and 

included a short talk by Clive 

Vallis, Chairman of Mid-Essex 

Branch of the RSPCA, aided by 

his rescue dog, Rosie.  There 

were readings and prayers and 

there were hymns that most of 

us had only seen in the 

hymnbook but which were 

appropriate for the occasion 

and which featured wiggly 

worms, camels with humps and 

of course All Things Bright and 

Beautiful.  Some of the dogs 

joined in the singing. 

The children loved it – and the 

adults too had to admit that it 

was fun.  Different, yes, but an 

opportunity to thank God for his 

creation in general and for our 

pets in particular. 

Michael Puffett 

Creatures Great & Small 
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Our Page Answers 

1. Only one, after that it is not 
empty any more. 

2. Because it’s a stocking filler. 
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What is a Posada? 
Posadas are an important part 

of Mexican Christmas 

celebrations. The word posada 

means "inn" or "shelter" in 

Spanish, and these 

celebrations recreate Mary and 

Joseph's search for a place to 

stay in Bethlehem. The 

celebration 

consists of a 

procession with 

candles, 

sometimes with 

individuals 

selected to play 

the parts of 

Mary and 

Joseph, or 

sometimes 

images are 

carried. The 

procession will 

make its way to 

a different 

home, where a 

song can be sung. In this song 

those outside the house sing 

the part of Joseph asking for 

shelter and the family inside 

responds singing the part of the 

innkeeper saying that there is 

no room. The song switches 

back and forth a few times until 

finally the innkeeper decides to 

let them in. The door is opened 

and everyone goes inside. 

Inside the house there is a 

celebration which can vary from 

a very big fancy party to a small 

get together among friends. 

Often the festivities begin with a 

short Bible reading and prayer. 

The nine nights 

of posadas 

leading up to 

Christmas are 

said to 

represent the 

nine months 

that Jesus 

spent in Mary's 

womb, or 

alternatively, to 

represent nine 

days journey to 

Bethlehem.  

Modern day 

Posada uses 

nativity figures 

of Mary and Joseph who travel 

from place to place. This gives 

each ‘host’ the chance to create 

their own celebration in their 

home or place in the 

community, worshipping and 

reaching out to their 

communities with the real 
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message of Christmas, making 

room for Jesus in their lives. 

St. Andrews has chosen to 

engage with 

Posada this 

year using the 

characters 

knitted by 

church 

members 2 

years ago. Will 

you be a host 

to Mary and 

Joseph for a 

night? 

This will start on Sunday 1st 

December and end on 

December 24th when it is 

brought to Church for the 

Christmas services. Another 

person from our church will 

make arrangements to bring 

the figures to your place at a 

time to suit both of you. For the 

evening you 

‘host’ Mary & 

Joseph you can 

choose to do 

whatever you 

like. Why not 

invite friends 

and family to 

sing carols and 

to talk about the 

meaning of 

Christmas? 

Wouldn’t it be great to have 

these Christmas Crib figures 

going from house to house in 

the lead up to Christmas? If you 

would like to take part then 

please le me know. Terry  

What is involved? 

All you need to do is add your 

name to the Journey Rota for a 

night that will suit you to ‘host’ 

Mary & Joseph. 

Let Terry know which night you 

would like by either telephoning 

01245 698988 or Email 

tgabrown@hotmail.com 

mailto:tgabrown@hotmail.com
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Caption Competition 

Here is this month's picture. Look carefully at the picture and 
see what comes to mind. Send your caption(s) by email to 
Richard Cecil (caption@cecil.family.clara.net) or by post 
(Chestnut Cottage, Butts Green, CM2 7RN).  
Captions must be submitted before 10th of December.  
If you have a good quality pic-
ture that you think would be 
good for this competition then 
please pass it on to Richard. 
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Caption Competition 
These are the 
entries I had from 
November in the 
order I ranked 
them, best last. 

Lady on extreme 
right, “Don’t trust ‘im 
Ethel. He flogged 
me a cheap radio 
last week and it 
didn’t work when I got it home.” Geoffrey Griggs 

Michael says, “We have white tea, green tea, black tea, fruit tea and herbal tea. 
What would you like?” Lady, “Oh! Just a cup of Rosie Lee.” Julie Fisher 

Man on the left speaking, “Now can I count on your votes, ladies? I’m standing 
as the Christmas Party candidate at the next election…” Geoffrey Griggs 
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New Years 

Day 

Bring the family to 

‘Lambing 

Live’ 
Watch Nature Unfold 

10am – 2pm 

Danbury Park Farm 

CM2 7RY 

 

All Donations will go towards 

Sandon Village Hall 

Refreshments Available 

St Andrew's, Sandon 
www.sandon-church.info 

Contributions should be sent to 

magazine@sandon-church.info 

or Richard Cecil, Chestnut 

Cottage, CM2 7RN. Please 

ensure they are sent by the 10th 

of the month preceding 

publication. 

Cover Page The picture is 

taken from the Church Ads 

website. 

This magazine is being 

delivered to each household in 

the parish of Sandon free of 

charge. If you would like to 

receive a magazine each 

month then please let a church 

member know or send an e-

mail to magazine@sandon-

church.info . I am proposing a 

subscription of 40p per issue or 

£3.00 pa. Frances Fourgeaud 

has supported us including 

some colour in this month’s 

edition. Thank you, Frances. 

From the Registers 
We have commended into 

God’s care at his funeral 

23rd October  Don Parker 

I am planning a fuller account 

about Don in January’s magazine. 
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December Church  
Services 

St. Andrews Sandon 

Sunday 1st  Advent Sunday 
10:00 am  Parish Eucharist 
12 noon  Baptism 

Tuesday 3rd December 
9:15 am  Holy Communion 

Thursday 5th December 
8:30 am  CCG Morning Prayer 
at Holy Trinity, South Woodham Ferrers 

Sunday 8
th

  Advent 2 
8:00 am  
 Holy Communion (1662) 
10:00 am  Family Service 

Tuesday 10th December 
9:15 am  Holy Communion 

Wednesday 11
th

 December 
9:30 am  Celtic Morning Prayer 

Thursday 12th December 
8:30 am  CCG Morning Prayer 
at St Andrew’s, Sandon  

Sunday 15th  Advent 3 
10:00 am   
 Parish Eucharist and Baptism 
4:00 pm  Christingle service 

Tuesday 17th December 
9:15 am  Holy Communion 

Thursday 19th December 
2:00 pm  W. I Carol Service 
7:30 pm  
Carol Service at Howe Green URC 

 

Sunday 22nd  Advent 4  
10:00 am  Parish Eucharist 
6:30 pm  
Service of Nine lessons and 
carols with choirs from Sandon 
School and Church 

Monday 23
rd

 December  
7:00 pm  
 Beer and Carols at The Crown 

Tuesday 24th December 
4:00 pm  Crib Service 
11:30 pm  Midnight Mass 

Wednesday 25th  Christmas 
10:00 am  Christmas Service 

Sunday 29th  Christmas 1 
10:00 am  Parish Eucharist 
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Quiz Night Report 
Thanks go to all of the teams of 

players who turned out on the 2nd 

of November in the Village Hall. 

We had a good turn out and we 

also had a New Quiz Master! This 

was our new priest Terry Brown. He 

was excellent with the questions 

asked and he would also repeat 

questions on request! There were 9 

rounds in total and scoring was fairly 

competitive but kept in check by the 

lady of the scoreboard, Janet Terry. 

Janet also did the raffle with 

husband Dennis and together they 

raised £100!!  

The food was provided within 5 

minutes of schedule by Robinson’s 

of Moulsham Street. It was 

delivered nicely boxed and there 

was a choice of fish, chicken, 

sausages or veggie burgers with 

chips to satisfy most of us locals. My 

instant market feedback was that 

there were no complaints at all! 

Highly unusual! 

Now, coming to the ‘bottom line’ : 

The winners were The Sandon 

Invaders organised by Louisa 

 

  

 
1st The Sandon Invaders Team   2nd The Worboys Team 

 

  

 

3rd = One of the Choir Teams   The quiz master 
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Flavell from White Notley (but with 

parental connections to Sandon). 

They were closely followed by The 

Worboys Team. 

In an equal share of third place was 

one of the two Choir Teams. 

For the sake of completeness some 

of the other teams are also shown. 

So thanks again to all of those who 

contributed over £200 that we can 

now put into Church Fabric Funds. 

These will be needed to help with 

restoring the Church Roof in the 

future plus many other repair 

projects. David Farrar 
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Dorothy Burras 
It is now two years since the 
death of Dorothy and a small 
group gathered at All Saints 
church in Stock on November 
6th for a short service in her 
memory. I attended as a 
representative from Sandon 
because not only was she a 
much-loved and hardworking 
member of the congregation 
and Sacristan but her influence 
was largely responsible for St 
Andrew's as we know it. 

The service was held at Stock 
because, ironically West 
Hanningfield where she 
worshipped for the last years of 
her life, is partly closed pending 
roof repairs. 
She was a real Christian lady 
and it was a privilege to attend 
a service in her memory. 
Requiescat in Pace 

Michael Puffett 
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Remembrance  

The service was most moving and 

enjoyable. Members of the local 

Scout and Brownie groups took part. 

They also took the shoeboxes for 

Operation Christmas Child to the 

altar. Rev Brown told us of his 

father’s wartime experiences in Italy 

and how precious to him were his 

memories of his fallen friend. Richard 

Cecil read out the names of the 

World War fallen of Sandon and was 

able to add the year of their deaths 

for the first time. Emma Read read 

the well known words, “When you go 

home, tell them 

of us and say, 

‘For your 

tomorrow we 

gave our 

today.’”  

Marjorie 

Ferguson 
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Different ways of seeing Christmas 
Here are 3 contributions received giving different ways of seeing 
Christmas. 
 

A Christmas tale 
Now it’s getting to that time of year,  
When the blood pressure is up and Christmas is all I hear, 

Our heads are full of this TV spin.  
Have we missed the message that was contained within? 

So out I get last year’s cards,  
As this is my list for all the friends and families that bothered. 

The endless stories of, “Sorry, I forgot,” is such a shame  
You won’t be getting one from me again. 

So Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
To all of you I know and are dear. 
Thank you for a wonderful year. 

My family is what I care for most,  
As we sit and eat our lovely roast. 

I will think of you and yours. 
The ones we hold so close  
And not the card that’s lost in the post. 

It’s not all happy and full of cheer  
As I wonder if we will all be here next year. 

My tummy is full of sprouts and turkey  
And all I can think is, “Will they go home early?” 

Thank you for the gifts from the heart  
But all I want is a great big fart. 

Time to do the washing up, I think, 
As I stand by the kitchen sink. 
I must clean the drain there’s a terrible stink. 

Bye bye, thank you and take care. 
Thank God, I can finally get a chair 

Button undone and the cover is over 
I am quite happy that this day is over. 

By Julie Fisher 
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The Real Christmas 
Obligatory cards and smelly 
sprouts 
Are not what Christmas is 
about. 
Look beyond the Christmas 
tree  
To find what it should really be. 
To Bethlehem God sent his 
Son 
In human form, yet the Holy 
One 
Born to Mary long ago; 
The stable story we all know. 
The Saviour of the world had 
come, 
His arms outstretched for 
everyone. 
Enjoy your Christmas time, 
have fun, 
Consider how it all began. 
Stop your hustle, think it out 
And see what Christmas is 
about. 

By Pat Eden 

The 1 Corinthians 13  

of Christmas 
LOVE stops the cooking to hug 

the child. 

LOVE sets aside the decorating 

to help one’s wife with boring 

housework. 

LOVE puts the Christmas 

present shopping on hold in 

order to run the elderly 

neighbour to the doctor. 

LOVE is kind, though harried 

and tired. 

LOVE doesn’t envy another’s 

home that has more expensive 

presents, or even coordinated 

Christmas china and table 

linen. 

LOVE doesn’t yell at the 

children to get out of the way; 

but is glad that they are there to 

be in the way. 

LOVE doesn’t give only to 

those who are able to give in 

return, but rejoices in giving to 

those who can’t. 

LOVE bears all things, even 

irritating relatives. It believes all 

things, and encourages 

teenagers to aim high for their 

future. It hopes all things, 

endures all things, even a 

spouse who is depressed about 

their job prospects. 

LOVE never fails other people. 

Computer games will crash, 

even cashmere jumpers will 

wear out, and golf clubs will get 

lost. But the gift of love will 

endure forever. Happy 

Christmas!  

Author unknown 

Submitted by Terry Brown 
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Plot to Pot 
“What is a weed? A plant 
whose virtues have never been 
discovered.” Ralph Waldo Em-
erson 
In October, I was lucky to ob-
tain free tickets to a lecture en-
titled ‘Thrifty Foraging’ by Alys 
Fowler at Writtle College. The 
event was organised by Edible 
Essex. Alys was a regular on 
Gardeners’ World during the 
Toby Buckland tenure. She 
trained with the RHS, New York 
Botanical Gardens and at Kew. 
She currently writes for The 
Guardian, Gardeners World 
magazine and Gardens Illus-
trated. She is an extremely pas-
sionate forager. The lecture 
concentrated on foraging closer 
to home in your garden rather 
than over pillaging the country-
side. She explained the health 
benefits of eating foraged 
foods. 
Alys first spoke about common 
weeds that are good substitutes 
for lettuce or salad leaves. Sow 
thistle, Sonchus species, in par-
ticular was recommended. Har-
vest the leaves of the new 
growth. The thistle is very simi-
lar to the lettuce family of plants 
and like lettuce, when the stem 
exudes white sap, it becomes 
unpalatable or bitter. This indi-
cates that the plant is about to 

flower and produce seed and 
protects itself from slug and 
snail damage. Other weeds to 
forage are chick weed Stellaria 
media, fat hen Chenopdium 
album, stinging nettles Ultrica 
and wild rocket. Chop a selec-
tion of the weeds finely, put into 
a pestle and mortar with a little 
white wine vinegar, oil and salt 
and pepper to produce a relish 
to spread on burgers at your 
next BBQ!  
Over the years, food producers 
have been modifying the foods 
we eat, concentrating on the 
longevity for storage. Alys ex-
plained that foraged weed 
plants have much higher levels 
of Omega 3 and 6 in them. 
They wilt quickly after harvest-
ing and it is the Omegas that 
cause this to happen. Over the 
centuries these plants have 
been used for medicinal pur-
poses. 
There are many garden shrubs 
that can be foraged too. The 
berries of Mahonia japonica 
and Rowan trees can also be 
used to make jams and sauces. 
Alys forages local car parks 
sourcing a bountiful supply of 
quince from the flowering 
Chaenomeles japonica, wet 
walnuts and apples from self 
seeded trees from discarded 
cores. 
When foraging for food, there 
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are a few things to consider 
such as not picking where dogs 
are walked or in areas of heavy 
traffic, washing everything har-
vested thoroughly and not pick-
ing unless you are certain you 
know what it is! 
The lecture was organised by 
Edible Essex which is managed 
by the Rural Community Coun-
cil for Essex (RCCE) and sup-

ported by Essex County Coun-
cil. It is funded through the Big 
Lottery’s Local Food Pro-
gramme. It aims to increase the 
number of people growing, 
sourcing and using local food in 
their everyday lives. To find out 
more, visit their website at 
www.ediblessex.org.uk. 

Lesley Worboys 

Mince Pies with a Difference 

With shortbread topping. 

Cut pastry cases with an 8cm 

cutter and line the patty tins. 

Fill with mincemeat. 

Make shortbread topping:- 

150 grams plain flour 

50 grams icing sugar 

150 grams soft margarine 

1. Place soft margarine in a 

mixing bowl 

2. Gradually beat in sieved 

icing sugar with a wooden 

spoon. 

3. Fold in sieved flour using 

a metal spoon 

4. Place mixture in piping 

bag with a large star 

nozzle. 

5. Pipe shortbread round the 

edge of the tarts. 

6. Bake 15-20mins until the 

topping is golden (Gas 

mark 5, Electric 190ºC) 

7. When cold sprinkle with 

sieved icing sugar and 

add a blob of whipped 

cream in the centre. 

With marzipan topping. 

Line and fill pastry cases as 

before. 

1. Roll out 150 grams white 

marzipan. 

2. Cut out stars or circles 

slightly smaller than the 

filled cases and place one 

on top of each pie. 

3. Brush with egg white and 

sprinkle with caster sugar. 

4. Bake for 15-20mins or 

until crisp and golden. 

5. Allow to cool slightly 

before removing from 

tins. 

 

Enjoy!!!! 
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Saint Andrew’s Parish Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge 
Revd. Terry Brown* 

tgabrown@hotmail.com 
698988 

Church Wardens 
Michael Puffett* 

Janet Terry* 

222066 

472997 

PCC Secretary Richard Cecil* 224747 

PCC Treasurer Ian Underwood* 225756 

Child Protection Alison Read 474858 

Vulnerable Adults Christine Farrar 471484 

Electoral Roll David Farrar* 471484 

Organist Ron Woods 268304 

Flower Arranging Team 
Co-ordinator 

Barbara Underwood* 225756 

Bell Ringing Nick Tovey 472692 

Tiny Tots Alison Read 474858 

Magazine Editor Richard Cecil* 224747 

Parochial Church 
Council Members 

as * above and Nick and Liz Bobeldijk,  
Judy Cecil, Christine Mennie, Dennis Terry. 

Regular Activities 

Sundays  10:00 am A Worship Service 

Tuesdays  9:15 am Holy Communion 

 10:00 am Tea/Coffee and Chat  

 6:30 pm St Andrew’s Youth Fellowship Term time only 

 7:45 pm Bell Ringing Practice  

Wednesdays  1:00 pm Tiny Tots (term time only) 

Fridays  7.30 pm Choir Practice 

mailto:tgabrown@hotmail.com
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Sandon Parish Contacts 

Howe Green URC  

 Revd Jon Sermon Minister 601662 

Chelmsford City Councillors 

 Chris Kingsley   223744 

 Bob Shepherd   223709 

 Ian Wright   226289 

Sandon Parish Councillors 

 Ron Bullus  Chair  473633 

 Dee Hyatt   478203 

 Ron Robbin-Coker   476808 

 Martin Cross   478275 

 David Pearson   471589 

 Sue Dobson  Clerk  227734 

Sandon Village Hall 

 Julie Fisher  Chair  475976 

 Richard Simmonds  Secretary  478826 

 Nick Bobeldijk  Treasurer  471756 

 Steve Turner  Caretaker & Bookings  471575 

St Andrew's Youth Fellowship  

 Evelyn Ellis   222682 

Uniformed Organisations 

 Susan Little Brownies 01621 840525 

 Jane Ronaldson Girl Guides 07939 047987 

 Janet Bernardes Beavers 476830 

 Jean Blake Cubs 603155 

 Neville Paul Scouts 474891 

Women's Institute 

 Dorothy Gray   223609 

Sandon Sports Club 

 Graham Lucas   283730 
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St NICHOLAS 

Feast Day 6 December  
St Nicholas was the bishop of 
Myra, in Asia Minor, in the 
fourth century. Lots of stories 
are told of his kindness and 
generosity. He is the patron 
saint of Russia, children, schol-
ars, merchants and sailors. 
One legend tells of his secret 
gifts to three daughters from a 
poor family. It is said that he 
threw 3 purses of gold down 
the chimney where they landed 
in the girls’ stockings which 
they had hung up to dry in front 
of the fire. This is supposed to 
be the origin of hanging up 
Christmas stockings. 

 
Over time the name of St Nich-
olas changed to Sinterklass 

and thus to Santa Claus in the 
Christmas celebrations. 

STOCKING DECORATIONS 
You will need some Christmas- 
coloured felt, a needle and 
thread, fabric glue, ribbon and 
sequins or buttons for decora-
tion. 
Fold the felt in half and cut out 
two simple stocking shapes. 
Sew these together with a sim-
ple running stitch, leaving the 
top edge open. Sew a loop of 
ribbon to the top of the stock-
ing. 
Now you can 
decorate the 
stocking with 
scraps of felt, 
lace, buttons or 
sequins. Glue them on carefully 
and leave to dry. You could 
even try writing a name in glue 
and sprinkling on glitter to cover 
it. 
This would be nice to give as a 
present with a little present or 
sweet inside or to hang on the 
Christmas tree as a decoration. 
You can make them any size 
you like. 

 
1. How many presents can 

Santa fit into an empty 
stocking?  

2. Why is a foot a good 
Christmas present? 
Answers on Page 9 





December Christmas Services at St Andrew’s 
Sunday 1st Advent Sunday 

10:00 am Parish Eucharist with lighting of First Advent Candle 

Saturday 7th 
5:00 pm Lighting of the Christmas Tree. Come and join us 
at the church gate for the lighting of the Christmas Tree. We 
will sing a few carols. Followed by free refreshments. 

Sunday 8th 
10:00 am Family Service Preparing for Christmas. Come 
and find out the true meaning of Christmas. 45 minutes 
followed by refreshments. 

Sunday 15th 
4:00 pm Christingle Service Come and experience this 
service as we light the candles of the Christingle. 

Thursday 19th 
7:30 pm Carol Service @ Howe Green URC by candle light followed 
by mince pies and coffee. Do come and join us for this annual friendly 
event at Howe Green. You are all welcome. 

Sunday 22nd 
6:30pm Candle Lit Nine Lessons & Carol Service with 
choirs from Sandon School and St Andrew’s. Come again 
and hear the story of the first Christmas and see the church 
in all its glory. 

Monday 23rd 
7:00 pm Beer and carols @ The Crown St Andrew’s is to host Beer 
and Carols - a Christmas sing-along in the Crown public 
house. Come along early to lubricate your larynx and join in 
with the festivities. Mince pies are again being laid on for 
free. Everyone invited to come and sing favourite carols. 

Tuesday 24th Christmas Eve 

4:00 pm Crib service A service for all ages to gather round the 

manger and see the Christmas story unfold. 

11:30 pm Midnight Mass Come and welcome the new born 

Christ child. 

Wednesday 25th Christmas Day 

10:00 am Christmas Day Service Please bring an 

opened present to show us at the service. 
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